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Conservative would have in any circumstances accused the leader of having squandered the fruits of Mr. Bonar Law's endeavour. Had Mr. Baldwin wished, he could have carried on a successful minority Government in the face of the Liberals. If, on the other hand, he intended to keep the issue in the realm of dignified statesmanship, he should have instantly retired. The 1923 election had been the highest move in his career. Since then he has been a leader without a soul, a figure decreasing in strength and importance. It is almost safe to prophesy that had he retired then with fixed determination he would have been recalled again by 1930 to the councils of state possessing the real power to lead. The warnings of Mr. Joseph Chamberlain might have been honourably vindicated in the recent crisis. The interesting point is that there were two alternatives, party politics or statesmanship, and Mr. Baldwin allowed himself to be drifted into the former, without evincing any will, or even appreciation of the two courses.
From the outset the Conservative party was placed in an ignominious position.   It had to be a pawn to the master tactics of Mr. Asquith. It was clear that although the day of the Conservative Party had arrived after the War, the Liberals would remain masters of parliamentary government. Mr. Asquith took advantage of the appeals from the Press and elsewhere for the Conservative and Liberal parties to unite against Socialism.   He quashed instantly the idea of uniting his forces with those of Mr. Baldwin.   He declared in December to the National Liberal Club that the great Liberal Party was not "to be treated like a horde of mercenaries and moved from camp to camp," and that they would not be "soldiers of fortune in squalid faction fights/* The Conservatives, twice outwitted before 1914, this time heard complacently his professions of strength, and completely forgot that the real "mercenaries" and "soldiers of fortune" were their own following, still the largest party in the House. It was they who had been beguiled into accepting office without power and were thenceforth destined with